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would feel convinced that the connubial state is far more
calculated to impart real felicity than a roaming libertine
life."
With these words this moral buffoon bows himself out of
Clarernont, and out of this book. But as he walks away our eyes
follow him with questioning scrutiny. . . . Surely we have met
him before? Those stilted phrases seem strangely familiar;
strangely reminiscent of someone we know very well indeed.
Is it possible that we have here the actual prototype of Mr.
Collins? The preface of Mr. Piggott's book is dated 1830, and
was written at Dunstable, where he was then rector. We do
not know his age, but from indications in his Recollections he
appears in 1819 to have been married, speaking very elastically,
about twenty years. As he was poor, the probabilities are that
he did not marry very young, therefore we might put him in
1819 as fifty or more. If this surmise as to his age is correct,
then Jane Austen, who began Pride and Prejudice in 1796, may
well have met him before that date as a curate, either in Hamp-
shire or during the several visits she had by then paid in various
parts of the country. Her nephew, Austen Leigh, in his memoir
of her, says that, though she never took her characters direct
from life, she yet allowed that she did weave into her own
creations idiosyncrasies and characteristics of people whom she
had met.
That Mr. Piggott supplied her with the personality which
she incorporated in Mr. Collins is only a supposition; but it is a
possible one.